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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILLIAM J. PERRY

REMARKS WHILE VISITING U.S. TROOPS IN HONDURAS, AS REPORTED IN THE
PRESS (JUNE 26, 1994)

SOTO CANQ AIR BASE, HONDURAS

JUNE 25, 1994

ORLANDO SENTINEL

U.S. presence
in Panama
discussed

Canal treaties, Washington has
agreed to remove all fcrces and tum

We will meet our tresty commit.
ments, which call for us to lesve in

-
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S ests

Mmmwﬁiwg'
ample, regional stability, that's
Jomething we would certamly con-

con-

Washington's top concerns re-
main stability in the Central Ameri-
can regiosn and & reduction of drug
trafficking in the ares, Perry said If
the United States is satisfied with
Panamna's palicies on those issues,
Perry said, it would be “in a positive
position to come forward and con-
sider such negotiations.” But he
added that such developments are
"ahegd of us by a good many

Perry made the remarks in an in-
terview with ABC News released

Justbéfoqedeparhngfa-mhwr-

“We_had very satisfactory discus-

and Vice President Ford and I

ona lbasis,

said. ’
lﬁ'mmmey.wmish
charge of U.S. military operstions
south of Mexico, said it will be up to
Wnskungtonmdmenewhmma-
nian government of President-elect
Emesto Perez Balladeres to hold
discussions on whether there is any
chance U5, forces might remain.

The economic effect of a U.S.
wiﬂldnwalm.lldbesigniﬁanthe-
cause the Pentagon is Panama's
largest employer. About 18,000 civil-
ians, American and Panamanian,
dependontheU&mlhtarymsuun-
tions for their incomes.

While in Honduras, Perry met
with Vice President Walter Lopez
and tock a brief tour of the base
here, which is used by about 700
Anmw;sasahuungmsmnmm
and to support acuwues in other
Central American nations



